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THEOPHRASTUS: AN ANCIENT AND
MODERN BOTANY

Ulhe P.P

Department of Botany,Narayanrao Kale Smruti Model
College Karanja (gh.) Dist- Wardha
pallavi_ulhe27@rediffmail.com

INTRODUCTION:-

The food, shelter and clothes are three basic nesds
in human life. These all comes from the main source i &
plants. so ultimately plants play very important roic o o
life. It fulfills our basic needs. Plant science or plant bicioz
it is one of the world’s oldest natural sciences. It includes the
svstematic and scientific study of plants. The branch whsz
deals with this study known as ‘Botany’. The historn of
Botany goes as far as to 4™ century B.CE. The mzn':
curiosity on plants lead to many discoveries in Botany s
shaped our current lives in many ways. It is useful in 252
areas like herbal, food. furniture medicine. cloths. spuces
paints. oil. wood, fiber and various industries. Many
earlyv medicines come from plant extracts, aspirin devzionel
as a result of the study of rotting tree bark and pemiiis
came from mould. In India the Vedic literature we and
large number of terms used in the description of piznis amc
plant parts, both external features and internal smucrames
Casual references to different parts of the plant arc foums
scattered throughout the Rgveda, and almost compieis aeass
of plants are found in the Atharvaveda (Tiwari L2305, &
the study of Botany it is a large and varied area and has muas
important uses in a wide variety of disciplines and »zmoas
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divisions. The divisions (subfield) like plant pathology, plant
ecology, paleobotany, archacobotany, forensic botany.

LIFE OF THEOPHRASTUS AND

ANCIENT
BOTANY:- ' _

Theophrastus (C 372-278 B.C.E.) was an ancient Greek
philosopher and a favorite student of Aristotle. who
appointed him his successor as leader of the Lyceum. He
further developed modal logic and various forms of the
syllogism, introducing the rule that a conclusion cannot be
stronger than its weakest premise. Their interest and research
of plant and animal were very helpful for basic study. The
introductory ideas were well explained by
Theophrastus. Theophrastus  also  continued  Aristotle’s
research into natural history. conducting numerous
experiments and developing systems for classifying plants
and animals that were later adopted by medieval scientists.
His contribution was not only in one field but also in
different fields.

Theophrastus was wrote a great number of books on a
wide variety of topics. including logic. metaphysics, natural
science, medicine, politics, epistemology. rhetoric and ethics.
Most of his works have been lost. but those that remains have
had a continuing influence on western thought. Each and
every aspects of his research showing influence on future
study and their students.  The history of botany examines
the human effort to understand life on Earth by tracing the
historical development of the discipline of botany that part of
natural science dealing with organisms traditionally treated as
plants. Rudimentary botanical science began with empirically
based plant lore passed from generation to generation in the
oral traditions of Paleolithic hunter gatherers. The first
written records of plants were made in the Neolithic
Revolution about 10,000 years ago as writing was developed
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ABOUT THE BOOK

The concern about development, particularly as it relates to the developing countries came to 1
be voice around the 1940s. Since then, the meaning of this term has shifted from time to time in
keeping with certain major political, administrative economic, social and technological

changes as well as certain perceptions relating to income and regional disparities in the -
developing countries. The present work of Economic Planning in India will throw more light -
on various programs of the government for the overall economic development. By »
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